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Welcome 

We have accomplished much since the launch of the Foundation for 

Jewish Heritage five years ago and I would like to thank everyone who 

has made this possible – our leadership, Friends, advisors, partners and 

supporters. 

For the Foundation, preserving Jewish cultural heritage is a means to an 

end, and that end is education – for the Jewish people to encounter its 

physical past in order to understand its present and future; and for wider 

society to have a greater understanding of the Jewish experience, 

building knowledge and empathy while combatting ignorance and 

prejudice.  

Our mission is an ambitious one, but no less valid for that. It is also an 

urgent one because we are involved in a race against time to save 

many of these heritage sites before they disappear from the landscape. 

With your help, the Foundation will continue to make progress – and 

make a difference. 

Helen Hyde 

Dame Helen Hyde DBE 

Chair of Trustees



Preserving the past, shaping the future 

The Foundation for Jewish Heritage works internationally to ensure that 

important Jewish architectural sites, monuments and places of cultural 

significance in danger are preserved and re-imagined for a sustainable 

future. 

Our mission is delivered through four pillars: 

Research – creating an inventory of Jewish heritage sites, and identifying 

those at risk 

Advocacy – making the case for Jewish cultural heritage and promoting 

interest in specific sites 

Expertise – providing professional advice and guidance to create 

sustainable solutions for vulnerable sites working with local partners, 

while nurturing expertise in Jewish heritage preservation 

Resources – securing funding for Jewish heritage sites at risk to ensure 

these are preserved, given a contemporary purpose, and saved for the 

future.

• 17,000 synagogues approximately 
in Europe in 1939 

• 3,347 synagogues identified 
today in Historic Synagogues of 
Europe map 

• Only 736 still function as 
synagogues 

• 770 sites are today in danger



After five years of work we highlight landmark 

achievements since our launch:  

• mapping the historic synagogues of Europe; ground-

breaking work which we commissioned the Center for Jewish 

Art at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem to carry out, much 

used and highly praised 

• profiling a priority list of 18 historic synagogues at risk, 

focusing especially efforts on four key projects – Merthyr Tydfil, 

Slonim, Izmir and Hijar 

• purchase of Merthyr Tydfil synagogue and urgent repairs 

carried out 

• launch Reception in the Speaker’s House of the UK Houses of 

Parliament which attracted high-profile guests and wide 

media interest 

• Conference on Urban Jewish Heritage in Krakow, Poland – the 

Foundation introducing Jewish heritage into the European 

Union’s 2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage  

• securing EU funding to launch ‘Moreshet’- the network of 

Jewish heritage towns project, with partners from Poland, 

Spain, Italy and Germany 

• mapping the Jewish heritage of Iraq & Syria, which we 

commissioned the American Schools of Oriental Research to 

carry out and which attracted significant interest 

• joining a consortium that made a successful EU bid to map 

the Jewish cemeteries of Eastern Europe 

• report into the current state of Jewish heritage by the Council 

of Europe which the Foundation assisted with as the 

appointed expert advisors 

• a growing media profile with extensive coverage of the 

Foundation’s work internationally 

• fundraising success, meeting core and project requirements 

from both private and public sources  

• effective leadership with the Foundation recruiting a strong 

Board of Trustees, Advisory Panel of heritage experts, high-

profile Friends and hands-on volunteers. 

 



Introduction 

The Jewish experience in the 20th century – vast migrations, expulsions 

and the tragedy of the Holocaust – means that most of the Jewish built 

heritage that exists today is in places without Jewish communities. Being 

orphaned heritage explains why its preservation faces special 

challenges, and why our work is so important. 

Jewish heritage is shared heritage, part of the broader national and 

global culture. Jewish communities lived and developed within wider 

society, one they were impacted by and had an impact on. It is a story of 

much cross-cultural exchange and mutual enrichment. This was a key 

message from the recent ground-breaking Council of Europe report on 

Jewish heritage. This report also recognised that Jewish heritage can 

play a significant role in contemporary issues, promoting inter-cultural 

dialogue, inclusiveness and social cohesion. 

These buildings reflect a special and profound story that is vital for 

society of today. This is what informs our animating principle, that in 

preserving the past, we can indeed shape the future. The Foundation for 

Jewish Heritage Annual Review 2020 presents the actions we have taken 

in the past year to further our aims. 

Michael Mail 

Michael Mail 

Founder and Chief Executive



Key activities 2020 

• the Jewish legacy of Iraq and Syria 

• Council of Europe on Jewish 

heritage 

• Jewish cemeteries in Europe 

• Moreshet: network of Jewish 

heritage towns 

• synagogue conservation projects 

• general developments 



The Jewish legacy of Iraq and Syria 

A redacted version of the Foundation’s Report on mapping the 

Jewish heritage sites of Iraq and Syria, funded by the Thomas S. 

Kaplan and Daphne Recanati Kaplan family, was released and 

received extensive media coverage. 

The Foundation had commissioned the American Schools of 

Oriental Research (ASOR) to conduct this research given the 

very urgent situation in the region due to the current conflict.  

The Jewish life that once existed in Iraq and Syria represented 

the most ancient diaspora communities going back 2,600  

years to the Biblical era – and the most historically significant. 

Sadly the Jewish communities in both these countries have all 

but disappeared, yet a remarkable physical heritage remains. 

The database is being made available via the Bezalel Narkiss 

Index of Jewish Art of the Hebrew University’s Center for Jewish 

Art. The possibility of encouraging active preservation work in 

the region remains questionable in the current environment, but 

the research has successfully highlighted the issue and there 

has been a level of sympathetic reaction within Iraq, especially 

from the Kurdish region. 

https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/extensive-coverage-of-iraq-syria-mapping
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/extensive-coverage-of-iraq-syria-mapping


Council of Europe Report on Jewish heritage 

The impact of the unprecedented Council of Europe Report 

on Jewish heritage, for which the Foundation was the expert 

advisor, has been felt this year. 

The Report provided an overview of the current state of 

Jewish heritage throughout Europe and made a number of 

important observations and recommendations. The 

Committee of Ministers responded on 29 April, 2020. 

The Report called upon Member States to provide greater 

support and guidance for the protection and preservation 

of Jewish heritage sites. It also stressed the importance of 

providing greater educational programmes that address the  

Jewish experience in Europe, and which can also serve to 

combat rising xenophobia and antisemitism. 

The Report represents a major advance in the formal 

international recognition of the value and significance of 

preserving Jewish heritage and its findings are being 

reviewed and considered by a number of leading agencies 

including the European Commission and the International 

Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA).

http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-DocDetails-EN.asp?fileid=28103&lang=EN
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-DocDetails-EN.asp?fileid=28103&lang=EN
https://pace.coe.int/files/28635/pdf
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-DocDetails-EN.asp?fileid=28103&lang=EN
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-DocDetails-EN.asp?fileid=28103&lang=EN
https://pace.coe.int/files/28635/pdf


Jewish Cemeteries in Europe 

The Foundation is one of three partners working on a major EU-

funded Jewish cemeteries programme with Centropa, being 

led by the European Jewish Cemeteries Initiative (ESJF). The 

project is mapping 1,700 Jewish cemeteries in seven countries 

in Eastern Europe, while there is also a strong educational 

dimension with the aim to use these sites to engage local 

communities in understanding their meaning and significance. 

Foundation Chair Dame Helen Hyde and Chief Executive 

Michael Mail attended the project launch in Budapest where 

the Foundation presented case studies of its own synagogue 

preservation work to illustrate the possibilities and challenges of 

such activities. 

Covid-19 has had an impact on the programme, however the 

project continues, and the Foundation has been assisting with 

arranging the writing up of historical narratives for each 

cemetery site, and is also working on a compilation of 

examples of best practices with the project partners.

https://www.esjf-surveys.org/home
https://www.esjf-surveys.org/home


Moreshet: network of Jewish heritage towns 

Building on the success of the Jewish Heritage Conference held 

in Krakow in 2018, the EU agreed to fund the Moreshet project, a 

development initiated by the Foundation with partner 

organisations from Poland, Germany, Italy and Spain.  

The aim of Moreshet is to create a network of cities and towns 

across Europe with significant Jewish heritage. Representatives 

then come together to discuss common issues and concerns 

regarding this heritage, addressing these questions through a 

series of themed seminars. 

Three seminars have been held so far covering different topics 

relating to Jewish heritage preservation. The most recent of 

these in Wroclaw, Poland, examined how to mobilise wider 

community interest and engagement. 

With the onset of Covid-19, and with the agreement of the EU, 

the term of the project has been extended through to the end 

of 2021.

https://moreshet.eu/
https://moreshet.eu/


Synagogue 
updates 
progress with some of our 

featured projects 

• Merthyr Tydfil, Wales 

• Slonim, Belarus 

• Hamburg, Germany 

• Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine 

• Hijar, Spain 

• Izmir, Turkey 

• Orla, Poland 

• Tomsk, Russia 



Merthyr Tydfil, Wales 

Following a feasibility study funded by the Muriel and Gershon Coren 

Charitable Foundation, the historic grade II listed Merthyr Tydfil 

synagogue was bought by the Foundation in 2019. Further funds were 

raised this year to enable urgent repairs to stabilise the building, making 

it wind and watertight and safe, and these repairs were successfully 

completed. Half the funds came from Cadw, the Welsh Government’s 

heritage agency, with matching funds from the Los Angeles-based 

GRoW@Annenberg, the Philip King Charitable Trust and The Pilgrim Trust.  

In parallel to the repairs, consultants have been commissioned to 

prepare a Business Plan, crucial for the future National Lottery Heritage 

Fund application as the Foundation pursues the vision of creating a 

Welsh Jewish Heritage Centre. A grant was received for this work from 

leading UK heritage agency, the Architectural Heritage Fund. 

The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 

Wales (RCAHMW) is carrying out a laser scan survey of the building 

which will provide a complete 3D recording to be placed in the National 

Monuments of Wales archive.  

Two Patrons for the project were recruited this year – leading 

philanthropist Sir Michael Moritz KBE and high-profile comedian David 

Baddiel.

Merthyr in the media 

South Wales Echo, 19 June, 2020 

Times of Israel, 19 June, 2020 

Western Mail, 19 June, 2020 

Jewish Chronicle, 21 June, 2020 

https://www.pressreader.com/uk/south-wales-echo/20200619/281883005592860
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/welsh-government-gives-grant-to-preserve-and-re-purpose-historic-synagogue/
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/western-mail/20200619/281719796835618
https://www.thejc.com/community/community-news/major-cash-boost-for-welsh-jewish-heritage-centre-project-as-baddiel-joins-patrons-1.500863
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/merthyr-tydfil
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/merthyr-tydfil
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/merthyr-tydfil
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/merthyr-tydfil
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/south-wales-echo/20200619/281883005592860
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/welsh-government-gives-grant-to-preserve-and-re-purpose-historic-synagogue/
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/western-mail/20200619/281719796835618
https://www.thejc.com/community/community-news/major-cash-boost-for-welsh-jewish-heritage-centre-project-as-baddiel-joins-patrons-1.500863


Slonim, Belarus 

Progress with the 17th century Great Synagogue of Slonim project was 

overshadowed this year by the political troubles that have beset the 

country following the disputed Presidential elections, and this has 

inevitably had an impact. 

The Foundation had been expanding its network and two new members 

joined the Slonim Steering Committee, one with PR expertise and the 

other being the Chair of the Association of Belarusians in the UK, both 

making important contributions. The Committee continued to work on 

the building and received the results of the crack monitoring indicating 

that the structure’s foundations were essentially sound. Architects were 

also commissioned to prepare a sketch design on the future look of the 

building as part of a developing feasibility study testing the viability of 

the vision to create an educational centre, memorial and cultural venue. 

However Slonim Municipality, the Synagogue’s owner, decided to put the 

building up for auction and the Foundation declined to take part 

because of (a) conditions attached to the sale (b) the feasibility study 

was not yet completed and (c) the ongoing political turmoil. 

The Synagogue was sold at auction on 29 December and the 

Foundation is considering the possibility of future co-operation with the 

new owner. 

Slonim in the media 

Jewish Heritage Europe, 8 June, 2020 

Times of Israel, 26 June, 2020 

https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/slonim
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/slonim
https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2020/06/08/belarus-historic-slonim-synagogue-up-for-auction/
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/no-bids-come-through-for-slonims-great-synagogue/
https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2020/06/08/belarus-historic-slonim-synagogue-up-for-auction/
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/no-bids-come-through-for-slonims-great-synagogue/


Hamburg, Germany 

Hamburg was home to Germany’s largest Jewish community 

in the early 19th century and the Tempel synagogue, built in 

the 1840s, was the first Reform synagogue in a major 

German city.Partially destroyed by allied bombing in World 

War II, the site passed into private hands after the War. 

Recently, local activists have campaigned to preserve the 

building and adapt it to reflect its past significance and 

serve contemporary educational purposes. 

The Foundation has been supporting this campaign and in 

November the City of Hamburg decided to intervene and 

purchase the site with plans to develop it appropriately. The 

Foundation will continue to offer assistance to local 

campaigners and the City.

Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine 

The historic Tempel Synagogue of Ivano-Frankivsk (formerly 

Stanisławów) was returned to the Jewish community after 

the Soviet Union’s collapse and is again a functioning 

synagogue servicing a small local community. However, it is 

in poor condition and in urgent need of repair. 

A group of Jewish descendants, with local leaders, have 

formed a partnership with the Federation of Jewish 

Communities of the CIS to preserve and develop the 

synagogue as also a heritage centre. 

The Foundation has been providing advice and support, 

and has proposed that a feasibility study be undertaken to 

clarify more precisely the possibilities of the project for the 

city and region. 

https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/ivano-frankivsk
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/ivano-frankivsk
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/hamburg
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/city-of-hamburg-buys-temple-synagogue
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/city-of-hamburg-buys-temple-synagogue
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/city-of-hamburg-buys-temple-synagogue
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/hamburg
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/city-of-hamburg-buys-temple-synagogue
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/city-of-hamburg-buys-temple-synagogue
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/city-of-hamburg-buys-temple-synagogue


Hijar, Spain 

The former synagogue in Hijar, Spain, is one of the very few remaining 

medieval synagogues in the country, occupying a location at the centre 

of the historic former Jewish quarter of the town. Following the expulsion 

of the Jewish community in 1492, the building was used as a church and 

today services are held only once a year. 

The Mayor of Hijar has organised archaeological work on the site which 

revealed more evidence of its past function as a synagogue including 

wall murals containing Hebrew inscriptions and Jewish symbols that are 

unique to the synagogue. The Mayor, working with leading local activist 

Lucia Conte Aguilar, has a vision to turn the building into a Sephardi 

Heritage Centre and the Foundation is providing assistance to pursue 

this. 

There is no formal documentation on the legal ownership of the 

synagogue and the Foundation recruited a leading Spanish law firm to 

address on a pro bono basis the possibilities of the Municipality 

acquiring ownership of the site. The Foundation is also working with Lucia 

to prepare a brief for a feasibility study which will develop and test the 

project’s overall viability.
Hijar in the media 

Jewish Heritage Europe, 5 December, 2020

https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2020/12/05/hijar-synagogue/
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/hijar
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/hijar
https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2020/12/05/hijar-synagogue/


Izmir, Turkey 

Preservation works on the ancient Etz Hayim synagogue, the oldest in 

Izmir pre-dating the arrival of the Sephardi Jews post-1492, have been 

making good progress under the supervision of a joint Turkish-Israeli 

team of professionals, although this did slow as result of the Covid-19 

pandemic. Funding for this has come mainly from the Izmir Municipality 

and the current estimate is that the works will be completed by spring 

2021. 

Etz Hayim is part of a complex of nine remarkable historic Sephardi 

synagogues in the old city of Izmir, and part of a broader vision being 

led by the Israeli-based Kiriaty Foundation to create a ‘Jewish Cultural 

Quarter’ in the city containing all the main Jewish heritage sites, with an 

educational centre at its heart. 

The Foundation is working closely with the Kiriaty Foundation to assess 

and develop this concept. The Foundation had introduced the project to 

Foundation Friend and leading architect Daniel Libeskind and arranged 

for him to visit Izmir with his wife Nina. The Foundation also assisted with 

an initial feasibility study, and is providing ongoing advice and 

guidance. 
Izmir in the media 

Jewish Heritage Europe, 30 November, 2020 

Jerusalem Post, 2 December, 2020

https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/izmir
https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2020/11/30/turkey-meaningful-progress/
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/looking-to-the-future-from-izmirs-glorious-jewish-past-650957
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/izmir
https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2020/11/30/turkey-meaningful-progress/
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/looking-to-the-future-from-izmirs-glorious-jewish-past-650957


Orla, Poland 

The Foundation is collaborating with FODZ (Foundation for 

the Preservation of Jewish Heritage in Poland) owners of the 

striking 17th century Orla synagogue. Local civil society 

organisations are supporting efforts to preserve the 

synagogue with the encouragement of the Municipality. 

The Foundation proposed that the synagogue be 

developed as a centre for dialogue through the Arts 

promoting inter-cultural exchange inspired by the story of 

the building. 

FODZ and the Foundation are now working together to 

pursue this vision and have brought in the University of the 

Arts Poznan to explore further development of the concept.

Tomsk, Russia 

Founded by Hertzel Tsam for fellow Jewish Cantonists – child 

soldiers conscripted into the Czar’s army – the Soldiers’ 

Synagogue of Tomsk was an attempt to re-integrate them 

into the Jewish community after their 25 year military service. 

One of the few remaining wooden synagogues in Russia, it 

has special features including windows containing Stars of 

David and an exterior door in the shape of a Torah scroll. 

Confiscated by the Soviets, the synagogue was returned to 

the Jewish community in 2017. It plans to restore the 

synagogue and use the site as a Jewish museum and 

visitors centre for the wider Siberian region. In May 2020 the 

Russian government agreed to provide funding for an initial 

structural survey.

https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/orla
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/orla
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/tomsk
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/tomsk
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/saving-the-historic-soldiers-synagogue
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/tomsk
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/tomsk
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com/post/saving-the-historic-soldiers-synagogue


Communications 

The Foundation launched its revised website to wide acclaim. 

The website includes recognition of our project partners and 

major donors. We are adding news items more regularly and 

distributing stories to our growing social media following. We 

have developed 6,500 contacts on LinkedIn with many useful 

new connections established as a result. A regular newsletter is 

planned for 2021. 

The Foundation made online presentations including to the 

Association of Jewish Refugees and at the Conference of the 

European Council of Jewish Communities.  

The Foundation’s work regularly appeared in the media 

internationally, for example: 

Jerusalem Post, Preserving heritage for Jews and their cities in 

the Diaspora 

Historic Churches, Europe’s Jewish Architectural Heritage 

Euroclio, The Importance of History Education and Jewish 

Heritage 

Milestone Business Magazine, Profile: Michael Mail, Chief 

Executive, Foundation for Jewish Heritage.

https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/preserving-heritage-for-jews-and-their-cities-in-the-diaspora-636048
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/preserving-heritage-for-jews-and-their-cities-in-the-diaspora-636048
https://www.buildingconservation.com/books/churches2020/34/index.html
https://www.euroclio.eu/2020/10/06/a-discussion-with-michael-mail-on-the-importance-of-history-education-and-jewish-heritage/
https://www.euroclio.eu/2020/10/06/a-discussion-with-michael-mail-on-the-importance-of-history-education-and-jewish-heritage/
https://milestonemagazine.com/profile-michael-mail-chief-executive-of-the-foundation-for-jewish-heritage/
https://milestonemagazine.com/profile-michael-mail-chief-executive-of-the-foundation-for-jewish-heritage/
https://milestonemagazine.com/profile-michael-mail-chief-executive-of-the-foundation-for-jewish-heritage/
https://www.foundationforjewishheritage.com
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/preserving-heritage-for-jews-and-their-cities-in-the-diaspora-636048
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/preserving-heritage-for-jews-and-their-cities-in-the-diaspora-636048
https://www.buildingconservation.com/books/churches2020/34/index.html
https://www.euroclio.eu/2020/10/06/a-discussion-with-michael-mail-on-the-importance-of-history-education-and-jewish-heritage/
https://www.euroclio.eu/2020/10/06/a-discussion-with-michael-mail-on-the-importance-of-history-education-and-jewish-heritage/
https://milestonemagazine.com/profile-michael-mail-chief-executive-of-the-foundation-for-jewish-heritage/
https://milestonemagazine.com/profile-michael-mail-chief-executive-of-the-foundation-for-jewish-heritage/
https://milestonemagazine.com/profile-michael-mail-chief-executive-of-the-foundation-for-jewish-heritage/


Future for Religious Heritage 

The Foundation’s Chief Executive serves on the Board of the 

Brussels-based European-wide religious heritage preservation 

body Future for Religious Heritage (FRH), and this year was 

appointed the Chair of its Governance Committee.  

The Foundation has been involved with the organisation for a 

number of years and this has proved an excellent vehicle for 

keeping in touch with broader developments within the 

religious heritage community and the EU, and for ensuring 

Jewish heritage is a part of wider conversations.  

Religiana  

Religiana is a central inventory listing religious heritage sites 

across Europe. The Foundation was invited to be one of the 10 

formal partners of the project and our Historic Synagogues 

mapping work is now integrated into its database. 

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 

The Foundation’s Chief Executive was re-appointed onto the 

Board of ICOMOS-UK where he chairs its Development 

Committee. ICOMOS has a formal role as the expert body 

guiding the UNESCO World Heritage programme. The Chief 

Executive is also a member of PRERICO, which is ICOMOS’s 

International Scientific Committee on Places of Religion and 

Ritual. 

The Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A)  

The V&A invited the Foundation to join its Culture in Crisis 

programme bringing together ‘those organisations with a 

shared interest in protecting cultural heritage, providing a forum 

for sharing information, inspiring and supporting action and 

raising public awareness’. The Foundation has shared 

information on both its Historic Synagogues of Europe and 

Jewish Heritage of Iraq and Syria mapping projects via this 

portal.

Associations 

The Foundation further developed its institutional associations in 2020, including:

https://www.frh-europe.org/
https://religiana.com/find-a-religious-building
http://historicsynagogueseurope.org/synagogue-home
http://historicsynagogueseurope.org/synagogue-home
https://icomos-uk.org/
https://cultureincrisis.org/
https://www.frh-europe.org/
https://religiana.com/find-a-religious-building
http://historicsynagogueseurope.org/synagogue-home
http://historicsynagogueseurope.org/synagogue-home
https://icomos-uk.org/
https://cultureincrisis.org/


Organisation 

People 

The Foundation appointed Esther Robinson Wild as a new 

Trustee. She is a senior heritage professional and is already 

making an important contribution. 

Our International Advisory Panel continues to expand and three 

new high-profile Friends have lent their support – artist and 

author Edmund de Waal OBE, leading theatre and film director 

and producer Sir Nicholas Hytner and Janusz Makuch, the 

legendary founder of the Krakow Jewish Festival. 

Fundraising 

The Foundation is deeply grateful to its generous financial 

supporters for ensuring that it has received the necessary 

resources to continue its programme of work. 

The past year has been challenging given the situation with 

Covid-19. However, the Foundation has been able to expand its 

base of donors and ensure that all the funds required for both 

core and individual project work were secured. 



Trustees 

David Bearman 

Lord Daniel Finklestein OBE 

Stephen Goldman 

Dame Helen Hyde DBE 

Rt Hon Jim Murphy 

Daniel Peltz OBE 

Esther Robinson Wild 

Stuart Roden 

Sir Simon Schama CBE 

Honorary Solicitor 

Dr Anthony Julius 

Founder and Chief Executive 

Michael Mail

Friends 

Anne Applebaum 

Father Patrick Desbois 

Taco Dibbits 

Rita Dove 

Lord Fellowes 

Colette Flesch 

Stephen Fry 

Sir Nicholas Hytner 

Steven Isserlis CBE 

Sir Anish Kapoor CBE 

Sarah de Lencquesaing 

Bernard-Henri Lévy 

Daniel Libeskind 

James E. Lieber 

Mr and Mrs Joe Lieberman 

Janusz Makuch 

Rt Hon The Lord Pickles 

Steven Pinker 

Taleb D. Rifai 

Rt Hon Sir Malcolm Rifkind 

Olivier de Rohan Chabot 

Lord Sassoon 

Simon Sebag Montefiore 

Timothy Snyder 

Edmund de Waal OBE 

Jimmy Wales 

Debbie Wiseman OBE 

Rt Hon The Lord Young



Patrons 

The Foundation for Jewish Heritage is incredibly grateful to the following individuals and organisations who have supported our work 

through their generous financial contribution.
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Cadw 

Muriel and Gershon Coren Charitable Foundation 

European Union 

GRoW@Annenberg 

Thomas S Kaplan and Daphne Recanti Kaplan family 

Philip King Charitable Trust 

The Pilgrim Trust 

Roden family 

Jonathan Symons (z’’l) 

Guardian of Heritage 

David & Kate Bearman 

Europe for Citizens Programme of the European Union 

J Isaacs Charitable Trust 

Cecil Kaplinsky 

Rosemarie Nathanson Charitable Trust 

Elizabeth & Daniel Peltz OBE 

Daniel Seal

Heritage Custodian 

Robin & Joan Alvarez 

Architectural Heritage Fund 

Julian Bloom 

Bernard Howard 

Steven Parnes 
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